
2018 “Howl” Red Blend
Oak Knoll District, Napa Valley

Our Story: 
Husband and wife team Krys and Randy Wulff have been growing premium grapes 
in Napa Valley for over 20 years, selling to many well-known wineries such as Lewis 
Cellars and Mumm. The Wulffs hand select areas in their estate vineyards from which 
they make their own signature wines under the LOBO label, the Spanish word for 
“wolf.”

Vineyard: 
17 estate acres nestled in the cool Oak Knoll District of Napa Valley with predominantly 
loamy, silty soil with some gravel. This spot produces wonderfully complex Syrah with 
aspects of both cooler and warmer climates with both 877 and Alban 1 clone. The 
Cabernet Sauvignon blocks are planted to 337 clone and aggressive pruning and low 
yields produce well structured, complex and flavorful wines. The dash of Merlot in the 
blend comes from our Atlas Peak estate vineyard at 1350’ on rocky, volcanic hillsides 
with 30+ degree grades. 

Our Winemaker: 
Victoria began her wine career at Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars under the tutelage of 
Michael Silacci and Warren Winiarski. She graduated from the enology program at UC 
Davis and studied for a season under Erick Tourbier at Chateau Mouton Rothschild. 
Upon her return to the valley, she began crafting Lobo wines in 2008.

Vintage Notes: 
The lots are all fermented in stainless steel with some co-fermentation on the Cabernet 
and Syrah.  Lees stirring occurs under the cap following regular pumpovers. Maceration 
is completed within 21 days. Following primary fermentation, ML takes place in oak 
which is 100% French, predominantly once-used, allowing the lusciousness of the 
Syrah and Cabernet to shine. 

Tasting Notes:
The 2018 vintage of Howl greets the nose with damson plum, boysenberry, mulberry 
and blueberry skins with hints of clove and warm baking spices. Intense ruby in the 
glass, it has exuberant fruit that explodes on to the palate. The dark fruit aromas 
are all realized in flavor along with suggestions of dried violets and lavender, toasted 
vanilla bean, dark cocoa shavings and a faint whiff of black olive. The tannins are 
supple and integrated with balanced acidity.

Technical Notes:
Blend: 67% Syrah, 28% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Merlot
Release Date: October 2021

Accolades:
91 Points, Connoisseur’s Guide of California
Double Gold, Texas International Wine Competition
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